CITY  OF LUCKNOW                       5
Aryan gods; the town was the child of Greek civilisation ; while the modern State is the town grown adult, with increased powers and activities. In India, though we have some huge cities,, the life in them had not, until quite recently, developed beyond the village stage. Indeed, if social aims be taken as the test of advancement, the town was in many respects behind the village. The village I mean was an adult village, the like of which perhaps has existed nowhere else in recent times.
As the different towns have their own peeuliarities5 I will select a particular town in order to describe it. That town will be Lucknow, the capital of Oudh. When it is spoken of as the capital of Oudh, the word must be understood in a limited sense. Oudh is not now a country or a province separately administered. It forms a part of what are known as the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, with a common capital at Allahabad. The Lieutenant-Governor of the United Provinces makes a point of spending a few weeks of the cold weather in Lucknow in order to keep alive Oudh traditions, but although he keeps up a separate Government House in Lucknow, his visit there must be considered in the nature of a prolonged stay in camp. There is undoubtedly a certain amount of social life centred in Lucknow on account of the Barons of Oudh having a common meeting-ground in the Kaisar Bagh. In this respect